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Dan Breznitz a University Professor at the University of Toronto, and 

the holder of the Munk Chair of Innovation Studies at the Munk School 

of Global Affairs and Public Policy with a cross-appointment in the 

Department of Political Science of the University of Toronto, where he 

is also the Co-Director of the Innovation Policy Lab and a Senior Fellow 

of Messi College. In addition, he is a Fellow of the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research (CIFAR) where he 

co-founded and co-directs the program on Innovation, Equity and the Future of Prosperity. He currently serves as 

the Clifford Clarke Economist of the Canadian Department of Finance, where he is responsible for new economic 

thinking and the restructuring of the Canadian economy.

Previously, joining the Munk School, Breznitz spent eight years in Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia Tech) 

as a professor in the Scheller College of Business, the Sam Nunn School of International Affairs, and the School 

of Public Policy. In an earlier life he founded and served as a CEO of a small software company. In addition to 

publishing numerous academic articles chapters and edited volumes in multiple disciplines, opinion pieces in 

leading media outlets, and national and regional policy documents, he is an award-winning author. His first book, 

Innovation and the State: Political Choice and Strategies for Growth in Israel, Taiwan, and Ireland, won the 2008 

Don K. Price for best book on science and technology.

Dan holds a PhD from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Comparative Political Economy and Rapid-

Innovation-Based Industrial Change.


